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“I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and 
you clothed me… I was in prison and you came to visit me.” 

(Matt 25:36)
by Bethany Slater
	 In the last two and a half years Israel has received over 13,000 African refugees com-
ing across the Sinai border from Egypt. The number peeked in 2008 with over 100 crossing 
the boarder every night. The Sudanese, Congolese, Eritrean, and Ivorian refugees are fleeing 
to Israel because of racism and persecution in Egypt. Egypt has more than 20,000 Sudanese 
refugees living in Cairo alone. The apparent inefficiency or powerlessness of the UNHCR in 
Egypt to protect or assist this black African population has caused many to look to Israel as a 
possible haven. Not surprisingly many politicians in Israel are struggling to find a way to deal 
with the influx in a pragmatic and humane way. 
	 For these refugees the journey through the Sinai is life-threatening. If they are caught, 
they risk being detained and deported to their home countries (a certain death sentence) or 
shot by Egyptian border police as they attempt to reach Israel. According to Human Rights 
Watch since the summer of 2007, Egyptian Boarder Police have brutally killed 33 refugees 
attempting to reach Israel including a pregnant Darfuri woman. Egypt has also returned 
refugees from Eritrea and Sudan to their countries of origin. The majority of those returned 
face torture and detention at the hands of their governments. Many refugees have reported 
horrific abuses perpetrated by the people they paid to smuggle them through the desert. Re-
ports include rape of both men and women. 
	 While many refugees have been given permission to find work wherever they can, Israel 
has also contained thousands in camps until the political establishment can come to an agree-
ment about what to do with them. One such camp, Ketziot Prison, is a long succession of 
tents in the Negev desert near Eilat. One part of the camp houses women and children the 
other part houses men. Their meager belongings, often not more than a pair of shoes, lie un-
der the rows of cots. 
	 A fellow Christian working for the International Christian Embassy visited Ketziot several 
months ago and found one woman from south Sudan lying on her bed reading her Bible while 
she passed the time. Now the prison authorities have agreed to let the Christian community 
in Israel help build a library for the refugees. Books are being collected in French, English, 
Hebrew, Arabic, and Amharic. Believers from Narkis and other Jerusalem area churches have 
pulled books from their shelves and scavenged used bookstores to help prepare this library. 
JCF was able to donate funds for books, warm clothing and blankets but the needs are still 
very great.
	 If you would like to touch the life of a Sudanese, Congolese or other African refugee 
please consider sending assistance through JCF so that we can continue to bring help and 
hope.

Menar completed her bachelor’s degree in Science from a 
small university in Bethany this year. She is an unlikely gradu-
ate because of her family’s poverty, father’s drug addiction and 
subsequent life in prison.  We are proud of her accomplish-
ments and we are thankful to have been a part of helping this 
young woman’s dreams come true. Menar and JCF are now 
partnering to help her younger sister Jumana attend univer-
sity where she is studying social work. Please pray with us for 
Jumana as she discovers where her talents can best be used in 
this world. Also please consider helping JCF come along side 
this talented young woman from the ancient town of Bethany 
by giving to her Education Fund.

Good News from 
the Middle East
“The Lord has anointed me to preach 
good news to proclaim freedom for the 
captives and release from darkness for 
the prisoners (Is. 61; 1)”

	 During the last 25 years Anis 
and Nawal Barhoum (House of 
Light Ministry in the Galilee) have 
been traveling between 22 prisons 
from Tiberius on the Sea of Gali-
lee to Beer Sheva in the Negev, 
ministering to prisoners and drug 
addicts. The prisons allow them to 
meet only with people whose identity papers say they are Christian which includes some Arabs 
a few non-Jewish Russian immigrants and migrant workers from Africa and Asia.
	 At each visit they share with the inmates from Scripture and encourage them to read their 
Bibles and pray leaving the rest to the Holy Spirit.  Anis and Nawal pray and fast for many of the 
inmates they encounter. 
	 Over this past year a particular inmate named Samuel  quietly attended the meetings and 
listened to the Scriptures being read in Hebrew and Arabic.  He observed the time of prayer and 
accepted one of the free Bibles.  Later at another meeting he broke down and told of his pow-
erful addiction and drug smuggling that lead to a four year prison sentence. He reached out for 
the power of God that could save him and God met him there in that meeting.  Recently Samuel 
was given favor with the prison authorities and was granted an early release from prison.  He 
has since found work in the Tel Aviv area and is living responsibly with his family. 
 	 Anis and Nawal have shared this story with us to thank JCF and others for prayers and fi-
nancial support as they continue their important work with the House of Light Ministry.
* pseudonym 

by Jon “Yoni” Gerrish
	 I would like to take a 
moment to recognize and 
honor my parents, Jim and 
Betsy Gerrish, for their years 
of faithful service, vision 
and dedicated work here in 
Israel. From the early 1980’s 
they have been involved 
with important projects of 
outreach and charity while 
fostering better understand-
ing and relationship between 
the Church and the Jew-
ish people. At Bridges for 
Peace (BFP) they established 
programs of good will and 
assistance such as Opera-
tion Ezra which focused on 
Jewish new immigrants as 
they poured into Israel from 
Russia after the collapse of 
the Berlin Wall (1989). In 
the mid 1990’s they estab-
lished a study center and 
guest house near the Sea of 
Galilee and created courses 
of study and enrichment for 
Christians to help deepen 
their understanding of Jesus’ 
life and world. During the 
past 26 years they have writ-
ten books, contributed to 
the writing and editing of 
countless newsletter articles 
and teaching letters for the 
“Dispatch” (BFP) and Jerusa-
lem Cornerstone Foundation 

Alleys Return to Israel

By Gary Alley

	 After spending the last three years in New York City 
teaching biblical studies at Nyack College, Sharon and I have 
returned to Israel to pursue doctoral degrees. Sharon is writ-
ing on the topic of Amalek (Exodus 17) under the advisement 
of Prof. Yair Zakovitch and I will be researching sources behind 
the Gospel of Luke with Dr. Serge Ruzer. We look forward to 
continuing our work with the Biblical Language Center, Jerusa-
lem Cornerstone Foundation and Narkis Street Congregation.
	 We were deeply enriched during our time at Nyack Col-
lege (2005-2008), where we were privileged to teach a variety 
of classes from Hebrew and Greek, to biblical books like Gen-
esis, Isaiah, Hebrews, Acts, Revelation, the Minor Prophets, Ruth, 
and Esther. We also led classes on subjects such as Herme-
neutics, Parables, Intertestamental Literature, and the Life and 
Teachings of Moses. Nyack’s faculty and student body greatly 
encouraged us during our short time there and we gained valu-
able life experience while sharpening our pedagogical skills.
	 Besides our return to Israel this summer, God has granted 
us another special gift, the birth of our first child, Sa’ar Shiloh. 
He was born in Bethlehem on October 7th, between the Jew-
ish High Holy Days, Rosh haShanah (Feast of Trumpets) and 
Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement). His two names come from 
Bible readings associated with those holidays, the book of 
Jonah and Samuel’s birth (I Sam 1). “Sa’ar” is the Hebrew word 
for “storm” and can be associated with God’s sovereign ap-
pearances to men. Shiloh is where the Tabernacle and the Ark 
of the Covenant resided, representing God’s presence and rule. 
It also mysteriously alludes to God’s future reign in Gen 49:10, 
“the scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from 
between his feet until Shiloh comes; and to him shall be the 
obedience of the people.”
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publications. At the Narkis Street Congregation here in 
Jerusalem, my father has served as an elder and assistant 
pastor to Charles Kopp conducting Bible studies and 
delivering sermons (some of these can be downloaded 
http://www.narkis.org). They have also devoted much of 
their time to educating children with learning difficulties 
and from needy families. Near the end of this year they 
will be returning to the U.S. to be closer to their other 
children and grandchildren but plan to return for brief 
visits to Israel in the future. As their son, I can say that 
they have forged a nearly flawless and impossible path to 
follow full of faith and good works and I will always labor 
to match their footsteps. Truly there are no adequate 
words to convey the deep appreciation and love that I 
have for them or the respect that so many others have 
for them here in Israel and abroad. I want to thank them 
for their continual prayer support, their gifts of love, inspi-
ration and light. 


